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IPS Congress: a successful return to Nairobi
The GRASP Secretariat organized the 27th Congress of the International
Primatological Society (IPS) at the UN Compound on 19th-25th August 2018. The IPS
Congress is a biennial event that brings together top conservationists, researchers and
funders in the field of primatology for a week of symposia and presentations.
Altogether 800 participants from 63 countries gathered in Nairobi, 20% of which
coming from range states, including many African countries. It was only the second
Congress to be held in Africa since 1998, under the theme “Global Connectivity to
Ensure the Future of Primates”. Congress highlights include keynote speeches by Inza
Kone, Shirley Strum, Liliana Cortés Ortiz, Mewa Singh and Lilly Ajarova, and the
Lifetime Achievement Award, which was awarded to Prof. Colin Groves
(posthumously), Dr.Cliff Jolly and Dr. Milton Thiago de Mello. Another high point was
the much anticipated “World’s 25 most endangered primates” event, which was
hosted by Russ Mittermeier and listed the newly described Tapanuli orangutan. The
GRASP Secretariat presided a symposium on cross-sectoral and conflict-sensitive
environmental decision making, hosted a lunch session on community tourism and
organized the ceremony of the GRASP-Ian Redmond Award, which celebrates the
commitment of young conservationists in range states.
.
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New hope for
mountain species
Mountain gorilla numbers are on the rise! This was
confirmed by the latest census released by the DR Congo,
Rwanda and Uganda which observed 604 individuals in
June 2016, an increase of 124 individuals from 2010. This is
a testament to strong synergistic conservation efforts in
the region, including tourism, health monitoring, law
enforcement and effective community involvement.
Despite this good news, the two populations of mountain
gorillas (the other one hosted at the Bwindi Impenetrable
Forest National Park, Uganda) are still critically
endangered and remain highly vulnerable due to
restricted geographic range, risk of disease transmission,
park-adjacent communities' reliance on the Virunga's
natural resources and climate change.
In light of this, the government of Luxembourg made a
timely decision to support mountain species and officially
signed a funding agreement with UN Environment for the
€9 million project “Vanishing Treasures”. Iconic species
such as mountain gorillas, snow leopards and Bengal
tigers inhabit mountainous regions which stand to
change significantly in the next 50 years due to climate
change. The sub-project on mountain gorillas in Rwanda
and Uganda led by GRASP will seek to understand
gorillas’ vulnerability to climate change and promote
alternative, ecosystem-based land use practices to
facilitate a symbiotic co-existence between these majestic
animals and the local communities living in the proximity.
In addition, the project will support the integration of
climate change considerations into national biodiversity
management strategies, and provide support to protected
area authorities in designing their climate strategies.
Recognising their crucial role in conservation efforts, local
communities will be at the core of the project.
The GRASP Coordinator participated in the first project
planning meeting with internal partners in Vienna in midApril. GRASP is planning to hold a kick-off meeting with
national and regional stakeholders beginning of 2019.
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Status report on
great apes
The GRASP Secretariat submitted the joint GRASPIUCN/Primate Specialist Group/Section on Great
Apes status report on great apes to the CITES
Secretariat. The GRASP Coordinator presented the
report at the CITES Animals Committee and the insession working group in mid-July. The GRASP
Secretariat addressed the comments received from
the Animals Committee and presented the joint
report to the CITES Standing Committee in early
October. The CITES Standing Committee was very
pleased with the report and mandated the Chair of
the Standing Committee and the CITES Secretariat
to work with GRASP and the IUCN Primate
Specialist Group in order to revise the Conference of
Parties’ decision on great apes. Members of the
Standing Committee, parties and observers also
expressed support to the further development of
the GRASP apes seizures database.
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German Ministry of
Environment Funding
Protecting Cross River Gorilla and
Nigeria-Cameroon Chimpanzee

Kahuzi-Biega National Park, DR Congo
The Eastern DR Congo is one of Africa’s most biodiverse regions and is rich in natural resources.
Millions of Congolese depend directly on the region’s
fertile soils, rich forests and vast mineral deposits for
their livelihoods. Unfortunately, the region has
experienced near-constant violent conflict for the past
two decades. While there are many root causes of this
conflict, including historical, ethnic and political,
fighting between a number of groups to control
access to, and use of these natural resources and their
associated revenues has been a key driver of the
violence. Mineral resources, such as coltan and gold,
are a particular prize: many armed groups finance
their operations through the illegal exploitation and
trade in these resources, creating a vicious cycle of
conflict. The drivers of conflict are not only local; illicit
trade networks extend well beyond national

This project aims to conserve the critically
endangered and highly fragmented Cross River
gorilla populations in Nigeria and Cameroon as well
as the Nigeria-Cameroon chimpanzee by supporting
the two countries in the creation of a Transboundary
Biosphere Reserve and a Transboundary World
Heritage Site.
The Takamanda-Mone landscape, which straddles
the Cameroon-Nigeria border, is home to 25
important large mammal species, including the
above-mentioned species. Specifically, the area was
discovered to hold a network of unprotected gorilla
sites to the East and North which is attributed to its
centrality, wide distribution and connectivity with
adjacent forests hosting Cross River gorilla
populations.
While both sub-species are protected by law, a
significant part of their habitat is not, and is at risk of
fragmentation through timber exploitation and
farming. This increases the likelihood of inbreeding
and genetic health issues, subsequently undermining
the population long-term viability.
Enabling migration between the habitats became
the driver for transboundary collaboration to increase
genetic diversity within the groups. The project is a
collaborative initiative between GRASP, the two

boundaries to neighbouring countries, and further, in
response to continued global demand for Congo’s
mineral commodities.
With many of the richest mineral deposits found
within the boundaries of the region’s protected areas,
the uncontrolled, unsustainable and often illegal
exploitation of these resources has fueled not only the
conflict, but also environmental degradation,
threatening the ecosystem services upon which
livelihoods depend and depriving the region of much
of its future development potential.
Building on the conflict resolution strategy previously
developed by GRASP and partners, this pilot project
ultimately aims to improve the management of
Kahuzi-Biega National Park through a conflictsensitive conservation approach. The project will study
the scale of illegal small-scale artisanal mining in the
park, calculate costs to offset these activities and
provide alternative solutions in the attempt to
reinstall the integrity of the park and to undermine
the revenue streams for armed groups.
Field activities are carried out by WCS, the Institut
Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature (ICCN)
and the International Peace Information System (IPIS),
with technical support provided by the International
Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD).

range state governments, the Wildlife Conservation
Society (WCS) and the Convention on Migratory
Species.
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Cross-sectorial collaboration
to secure biodiversity
in the Congo Basin Peatlands

The GRASP Secretariat is taking the lead in
coordinating the process and is planning for
the next steps together with its partners.
The relatively undeveloped status of the
region offers an opportunity to improve
governance, mitigate damages to the
watershed, conserve large amounts of

In 2017, an article published in Nature detailed the

biodiversity, safeguard the peatland carbon

extent of the below-ground carbon stock of the Congo

and develop tools to support a biodiversity-

Basin Peatland as the most extensive peatlands complex

friendly development pathway.

in the tropics. The complex, situated in central Congo
Basin straddled between the DR Congo and Congo, still

Meet the interns!

has large areas of untouched rainforest and contains the
highest densities of western lowland gorillas in the world,
as well as bonobos, chimpanzees and other iconic
wildlife.
While peatlands cover just 3% of the earth’s land surface,
they store one-third of all soil carbon and play a vital role
in climate regulation. If degraded through extraction or
fire, peatlands release their carbon into the atmosphere,
accelerating climate change. This discovery played a
prominent part in the third meeting of the Global
Peatlands Initiative in Brazzaville, which the GRASP
Coordinator attended in March 2018. The meeting

The GRASP Secretariat welcomed three
interns in March 2018.
Tess Nicholls, from England, acquired a BSc
in Ecology and the Environment from the
University of Sussex. She specialized in
primate conservation, developing a novel
surveying methodology to sample the
critically endangered brown-headed spider
monkey in Ecuador.

culminated in the signing of the Brazzaville declaration

Vinita Ganesh, from Malaysia, graduated

by the Environment Ministers of Congo, DR Congo and

with a BSc (Hons) in Environmental

Indonesia. Through this declaration, the governments

Geoscience from the University of

commit to sustainable land-use management and

Edinburgh and gained skills in GIS through

conservation of the Congo Basin peatlands.

an internship with a marine conservation
institute in Greece, which involved mapping

This political milestone is expected to support a crossunit effort by the GRASP Secretariat and UN
Environment's terrestrial and freshwater teams in
securing funds from the German International Climate
Initiative. The project proposal seeks to protect
biodiversity, carbon and water stores in the Congo Basin
Peatlands by enabling evidence-based decision making
and good governance. GRASP has now received an
invitation from the German government to start
developing a full-scale project proposal.
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Posidonia Oceanica seagrass using
multispectral satellite images.
Amelia Holmes, from Australia, graduated
with a dual degree of Arts and Science from
the University of Queensland and later
specialized in Ecological Economics (Hons)
with a focus on environmental valuation
from economic and philosophical
perspectives.
.
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