
MPs 
 
Dear _________________________________ 
 
The growth in palm oil, sugar cane and soya production is responsible for the destruction 
of some of the world’s most biodiverse ecosystems, home to many endangered species 
and vulnerable communities. The demand for biofuels is a significant driver behind the 
unsustainable expansion of these industries.  Massive Asian forest fires linked to 
plantations developed for biofuels contribute to carbon releases from Indonesian peat 
destruction amounting to 15% of all fossil fuel emissions.  Tropical deforestation, 
including clearance for biofuel production, accounts for an additional 10-30% of global 
carbon emissions. These are not accounted for in the Uk emissions figures. 
 
I urge you to raise these issues with the Government to end the environmental 
destruction arising from our growing bioenergy market.  The UK biofuel target should be 
re-evaluated based on what can realistically be achieved through sustainable UK 
production and genuinely non-destructive, sustainable imports. The Renewables 
Obligation must exclude the use of vegetable oils for heat and power, and there must be 
a moratorium on EU targets and obligations. 
 
Without these measures biofuels are likely to cause untold environmental destruction 
and contribute to climate change rather than mitigate it.  
 
I look forward to your response on this issue. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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I urge you to support a moratorium on the EU Biofuel Directive and its targets and 
obligations until sustainable sourcing of biofuels can be guaranteed.  Import of biofuels 
and their feedstocks must be banned where crop production is linked to deforestation, 
peat drainage, biodiversity loss, pollution or human rights abuses.  Similar safeguards 
should apply to the use of biomass for heat and power. 
 
Without these measures biofuels are likely to cause untold environmental destruction 
and contribute to climate change rather than mitigate it.  
 
I look forward to your response on this issue. 
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